
* 

\ 

) 

'4 

,J< 

The Brethren's Evangelist. 
COL8INOEK Oe OO, "LEAVING THE PRINCIPLES OP THE DOCTRINE OP CHRIST, LET US GO ON UNTO PERFECTION." •9.00 per Annum la Advance. 

VOL. VI. ASHLAND, O., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30,1884. NO. 18. 
GIVE HIM A LIFT. 

Give him * lift!   Don't kneel lu prayer, 
Nor moralize with bis despair ; 
The man is down, and his great need 
Is ready help, not prayer and creed. 
'Tia time when wounds are washed and healed 
That the inward spirit be revealed ; 
But now, whate'er the spirit be, 
Mere words are shallow mockery. 
One grain of aid just now is more 
To him than tomes of saintly lore ; 
Pray, if you must, within your heart. 
But give him a lift, give him a start. 
The world la full of good advice, 
Of prayer and praise and preaching nice | 
But generous souls who aid mankind 
Are like to diamonds, bard to find. 
Give like a Christian, speak in deeds ; 
A noble life the best of creeds ; 
And he shall wear a royal crown 
Who gives a lift when men are down. 

"DON'T DO IT." 

W. ). H.  HAT VAN. 

Thus is headed an editorial item .in the 
BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST of April 16th. To 
the beet of my recollection I have read 
every number of the PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN 
and BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST ever printed; 
yet to-day I am just as eager lor its visits as 
I ever was. Every number thus far issued 
has, to me, been full of interest. All have 
been fraught more or less with needed intelli- 
gence. Much of it was saddening, it is true; 
but we need facts. There are many sad things 
recorded in the Bible, and are they not need- 
ed ? Are they not facts ? We like the Bible 
and also the BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST, not 
simply because they are readable, but because 
of their impartiality, and we say with brother 
H. R. H., "Don't do it."" Don't let the inter- 
est of our paper die." We have the Bible, 
and we need sermon's on it. Our silent pen- 
ttrmoas may seemingly pass unnoticed, but it 
takes drops to make the ocean. The writer 
has been an ahno.it constant contributor for 
over five years to the ppges of the PROGRES- 
SIVE CHRISTIAN and BRETHREN'S EVANGEL- 
IST. Not because he wants to display schol- 
arship, for in that he seriously lacks. Not 
that his name should give special influence to 
the public ; as for that he is not sufficiently 
popular ; but to add his drop to the ocean of 
progress and reform in the church of his 
choice. God knows, and all intelligent minds 
conversant with the inside workings and his- 
tory of that church, know that progress and 
reform were needed. The duties of Christi- 
anity to mankind in general, are so plain that 
none need to err. Underlying the fact that 
**Ye are the light of the world," is the go be- 
fore principle. Light to be beneficial must 
precede. The general infidel is the ignorant. 
The self-conceited, smart (?) young rough, 
and a church unwilling to occupy at least a 
place in the ft out ranks of moral, mental and 
spiritual culture, a church not using all her 
advantages to make men better, falls far short 
in the discharge of her first and most impor 
tant duties, and though she may strictly ob- 
serve every New Testament ritual, stands in 
great need of reform. In the interest of such 
needed reform the PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN 
was started, and in the same interest contin- 
ues the BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. Our edi- 
tor has nobly acquitted himself, and has prov- 
en himself, in point of talent and general 
make-up, equal tor the occasion. His own 
articles are always full of spice and instruc- 
tion. I like especially his manner of answer- 
ing queries. No'use in making parades (at 
best only conjectures) and filling space to 
prove who Cain's wife was, &c. But the 
paper is too large now for him to fill it all, and 
brethren and sisters who are able and have 
the good of the cause at heart, ought to assist 
him. Every drop is needed to make the ocean 
complete. The writer has often felt to quit, 
not only writing but preaching too. There 
are perhaps few, if any, brethren who labor 
under greater disadvantages than I do, from 
various points of view. During the last few 
weeks my mind was harrassed much, and I 
felt very much like people feel when they have 
the "bines." But the editorial "Don't do it." 
"Don't let the paper die," has somewhat 
aroused me. I know that there are abler pens 
in the brotherhood than mine, and also breth- 
and -sisters who have' more time to write and 
more money to buy stamps with ; but my re- 
lation to the cause   and   our   paper from the 

very beginning comes to me as a stimulant 
against the discouragements incident to cir- 
cumstances. Financially I can do nothing. 
Now, come, brethren and sisters, one and all, 
send in your mites. Don't be afraid in over- 
crowding the editor with your contributions. 
He is good at selecting. Just see EVANGEL- 
IST No. 1<>, present volume, and you'll be con- 
vinced. His selections are of the best for the 
character of our paper, and* if overcrowded 
with original matter he will unquestionably 
select the best. 

I for one will agree not to be offended if he 
should reject all my articles fofcthe next year, 
provided he selects better ones, and I am also 
willing that he should be the sole judge in 
the matter. Our desire should be for good to 
be done. 

May God bless us all with such a motive, 
and if in after years we should review our la- 
bore in the*past in this matter, may we be en- 
abled in gladness of heart, and with the clear- 
est conscience possible, to say, "What I have 
written, I have written." 

Morrill, Kan. 
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Another One-sided Trial. 
The following is addressed to the Brother- 

hood, and to all those who may have an inter- 
est in the extension of the Gospel principles, 
who desire God's word to be the only rule of 
faith and practice, being the true test of 
Christian fellowship. The following charges 
were preferred against me by S. S. Mohler. 

For officiating with W. Baiimau, an expelled 
minister, in preaching, and presuming to ordain 
C. Forney, of Falls City, Neb., with the said min- 
ister Banman. 

The fact is, Bauman had nothing to do with 
the ordination of C. Forney, and S. S. Mohler 
knew it, for I told him I could not go into 
trial until I had an opportunity of procuring 
testimony that W. Bauman had nothing to do 
with the ordination of C. Forney. "I can re- 
move thai objection," was the reply- vf 3. 6. 
Mohler. I have evidence that W. Bauman 
did not participate in the ordination of C. 
Forney, and yet S. S. Mohler presented the 
charges as above written. See the false posi- 
tion S. S. Mohler placed me in by connecting 
me with W. Bauman in the ordination, when 
he knew it was not true. The reader will 
please draw his own conclusions. 

Now these charges will go before the Broth- 
erhood in the shape presented, yet the author 
of the above charges knew that part connect- 
ing me with W. Bauman was false. I could 
have had nothing to do with the ordination if 
W. J. H. Bauman had been connected with 
it, for this very plain reason, Bauman was a 
minister in another christianorganization, and 
therefore could have nothing to do in the 
church matters of a church of German Bap- 
tist Brethren, and to connect him and myself 
in this matter is criminal injustice, and I ap- 
peal to brother Quinter to do me the justice to 
give this statement a place in his paper. 

The facts in regard to the ordination of C. 
Forney are simply these : I was invited by 
the church in Falls City, Nebraska, to assist 
in taking the vote as to the propriety of elect- 
ing another minister, and ordaining C. For- 
ney. The request came to me through broth- 
er Stump, the Elder. In conversation with 
brother Stump he asked me the question, 
should W. Bauman take part in the election 
of another minister and the ordination of C. 
Forney. My answer was. No, and brother 
Stump, the Elder, and myself took the vote, 
which decided to elect a minister and ordain 
C. Forney, which was done, brother Stump 
and myself officiating. Brother Stump agreed 
with me that it would be wrong for W. Baa- 
man to participate in the election of a minister 
or in the ordination. So you see, brethren, so 
far as the charge of officiating in the ordina- 
tion of C. Forney is concerned, it was untrue. 

Then the only charge remaining is this for 
officiating in preaching with W. Bauman, an 
expelled minister. The facts are these : I was 
invited by the Brethren of Pony Creek, Kan- 
sas to come and preach. I accepted the invi- 
tation and went. I found they were divided 
at Pony Creek. I would have rejoiced if 
there had been peace and good will reigning. 
My duty was to preach the Gospel, which I 
did as best I could. The conservative breth- 
ren met at the church at their appointment. I 
attended. I was not invited to take part with 
them. At the close of their meeting I felt it 
my duty to plaee myself in my proper atti- 
tude before both parties.   I there publicly an- 

nounced I was a member of the German Bap- 
tist church. "Why, then," said a brother, 
"did you not come to us ?" My reply was, 
"You did not invite me." I treated W. Bau- 
man with that Christian respect I hope I will 
be always able to do, and would do as 1 did 
then, under the same circumstances. 

Now my expulsion rests upon this founda- 
tion of officiating with W. Bauman in preach- 
ing. Well, let us examine this charge with 
the light of reason. I was invited to preach 
for the Brethren. To be plain, I do not like 
this common expression, preaching for a par- 
ticular denomination. My commission says : 
"Preach the gospel to every creature." This 
is what I went for ; this was my business ; I 
preached the Gospel as a perfect plan of salva- 
tion; that you had no right to take from or add 
to. My mission was not to sow the seeds of 
discord. My mission was one of peace and 
good-will ; to carry glad tidings of good news 
to a lost world. Was I to tell W. Bauman, 
"II I preach there you must be silent; I can- 
not officiate with you," when those who invit- 
ed me held him as a brother in Christ. I was 
invited to preach in the Christian church in 
Richmond, Ray county, Missouri. I accept- 
ed the invitation. The Methodist minister and 
the elder of the Christian church were pres- 
ent. I invited Elder Dunn to open the meet- 
ing, and he extended the invitation to the 
Methodist minister. We had a good meeting 
and I think some good was done. Did I do 
right ? Did not common politeness demand 
my doing as I did? If I was right in the one 
case I was in the other; yet the whole mat- 
ter resolves into this : I was expelled for not 
refusing to preach where W. Bauman was. 
Will brethren of the German Baptist church, 
will you, endorse this ? If so, I have no more 
to say. I view the council held as a solemn 
mockery. Andrew Hutchinson, a brother I 
have great respect for, moderator ; S. S. Moh- 
ler, spokesman  and prosecutor ; the council 
OUllbiwtod of fitro brOCIiren Bull llrvioioWin , DIM 

of the brethren took no part ; the officials not 
included. The church numbers some sixty or 
seventy members. Before this august tribu- 
nal I was to be tried for affiliating with W. 
Bauman in preaching. Found guilty. My 
Elder's office taken from me. Forbid to 
preach. Would bear with mc if I wouldjmake 
acknowledgments. I had none to make, for 
I had done nothing 1 would not do again un- 
der the same circumstances. When the coun- 
cil commenced I prepared to take notes. S. S. 
Mohler demanded to know if I was going to 
take notes for the purpose of having the pro- 
ceedings published. I gave him to under- 
stand I would do as I pleased, as to what I 
would do in the future. He required of me 
to promise I would not publish the proceed- 
ings, or he would require the church to stop 
my taking notes, as the church had a right to 
do so. I stopped. How long will this petty 
tyranny last. S. S. Mohler seems to have a 
strong desire to have his proceedings shroud- 
ed in darkness. Christ says : They loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil. 

Well, brethren, I am sorry that the situation 
is as it is ; but my opinion is it is much better 
to divide as brethren, differing in opinion in re- 
gard to church government, those agreeing as 
to what is best to do in settling difficulties, har- 
monizingin opinion, eachdi vision acting in har- 
mony with their own opinions; all uniting in 
advancing the cause of Christianity; ceasing to 
bar meeting-house doors, stop quarreling, 
mingling together as brethren, giving each 
other aid and comfort, assisting with each 
other in advancing Christ's kingdom. If we 
are true Christians, we will rejoice to see 
springing up all over the world Christian re- 
publics, all working as best they can in har- 
mony with the Gospel. The more Christian 
organizations we can have, the better; each 
organization extending its influence as far as 
possible, all being one family in Christ, all 
working to a common center, and for a com- 
mon purpose,—the saving of souls. 

Now, brethren, I do not expect to quit 
preaching because my office was taken from 
me by a few brethren. I know they acted 
wrong in doing so. I can forgive them for 
doing me the wrong they have done, and I 
hope to see the day they will see the wrong 
they have done me. 

Let me call your attention to the word in 
the charges against me. S. S. Mohler is the 
author. The word ''prestimmg"; as much as 
to say :   what presumption it   was in me, to 

assist in the ordination of C. Fornev. And 
yet I did this because the church requested 
me to do so. Yet S. S. Mohler fails to see how 
presumptuous it is in him to arraign me for 
doing what the church at Falls City, Nebras- 
ka desired me to do. If I had done anything 
that the Falls City church considered wrong, 
the church in a church cajweity, should have 
preferred charges against me, arid S. S. Moler 
could have preferred those charges against 
m«% and had me account for my acts ; but 
modest (not presumptuous)*. S. Mohlcrtakes 
time by the forelock, presents himself as the 
champion of the Falls City church (unin- 
vited). "Upon what meat has this Czar fed, 
that he has grown so great ?" I am truly sor- 
ry there is a division in the German Baptist 
church. I am satisfied a reformation was 
necessary, and that should have been accom- 
plished in the church. I agree with Elder S. 
Meyers, of Shenandoah county, Virginia. I 
asked him the question, being old friends and 
very intimate, I took the liberty, having great 
respect for his judgment: "What position do 
you occupy in regard to the difficulty in the 
church ?" His reply was, "I am a progres- 
sionist, but not a secessionist;" and he is 
where I stand ; but does any sane person in 
this enlightened age suppose for a moment, 
that freemen will be silent ; suffer their rights 
as Christians to be invaded with impunity ; 
will they suffer the Gospel supplanted by de- 
cisions of annual meeting ? Annual meeting 
tested by the Gospel, and not the Gospel by 
annual meeting is the standard. I appealed 
to the Gospel, I desired to be tested by God's 
word. My desires were unheeded. The de- 
cree had gone forth : the heretic must be si- 
lenced. The work was done, so far as these 
few brethren were concerned ; but 1 still e x- 
pect to stand by the cross. 

ADDISON HARPER. 
Fox, Jlay Co., Mo., April 22. 

••adying iiie DiUir. 

In some recent addresses to Christian 
workers George Muller made the following 
statements on the study of the word of  (iod: 

"The vigor of our spiritual life will be in 
exact proportion to the place held by the word 
in our life and thoughts. I can solemnly 
state this from the experience of fifty-four 
years. The first three years after conversion 
I neglected, comparatively, the word of God. 
Since the time I began to search it diligently 
the blessing has been wonderful. I have read 
since then the Bible through one hundred times, 
and each time with increasing delight. 
When I begin it afresh it always seems as a 
new book to me. Since July, 1820, I cannot 
tell you how great has been the blessing from 
consecutive, diligent, daily study. I look upon 
it as a lost day when I have not had a good 
time over the word of God." 

In reference to the plea of lack of time for 
this duty Mr. Muller said : 

" Friends often say to me, 'Oh, I have so 
much to do, so many people too see, I cannot 
find time for Scripture study.' Perhaps there 
are not many beloved brethren present who 
have had more to do than I have had. For 
more than half a century I have never known 
one 'lei/ when I had not more business than I 
could get through. For forty years I have 
annually about thirty thousand tetters to an- 
swer, and most of these have passed more or 
less through my own hand. I have nine as-* 
sistants always at work, corresponding in 
German, French, English, sometimes Danish, 
Italian, Russian and other languages. Then 
as pastor of a church with twelve hundred 
believers, you may suppose how great has 
been my care; and, besides these things, I 
have had the charge of five immense orphan- 
ages—a vast work; and also at my publish- 
ing depot the printing and circulation of mil- 
lions of tracts and books and copies of Scrip- 
ture. But I have always made it a rule never 
to begin work till I have had a good season 
with God. Then I throw myself with all my 
heart into His work for all the remainder of 
the day, with only a few moments' interval for 
prayer."—Observer. 

Great hearts alone understand how much 
glory there is in being good. 

Nature never stands still, nor souls either ; 
they ever go up or go down. 

Humility is the most excellent natural cure 
for anger m the world. 
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